Press Release-Dated July 18, 2008

Reverend Joseph Benjamin Barlowr,,Senior Pastor of
Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church in Ecorse, Michigan
made his transition on July 16, 2008 at Henry Ford-
Wyandotte Hospital and Medical Center in Wyandotte,
Michigan after a brief illness. He was 81.

Pastor Barlow was born on June 8, 1927 in Birmingham,
Alabama to the late Mattie Bell Marvin Barlow and Joe
Barlow. He was the oldest of twelve children. He was
educated in the Burkesville, Alabama Public Schools and
earned degrees from the Alabama Advanced Studies at the
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wayne State
University, Detroit Bible College and a Bachelor of Divinity
degree from the Union Baptist Seminary, Inc in Birmingham, Michigan.

In March of 1961, Rev. Barlow was installed as the pastor of Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church.
Under his leadership, in April of 1965, Mt. Zion became the first African-American church to build a
new facility in Michigan. During his 47 years of service to Mt. Zion, the church is thriving with 14
ministers, 2000+ members and a solid presence in the local and ecumenical communities.

Pastor Barlow is renowned for his lifelong service as a pastor, his preaching and teaching and
dedication to his ministry. His great sense of humor was most evident when he told stories of days
gone by and when emphasizing a message for the young and old. He was dedicated to public service
and a tireless community activist. In addition to being the Senior Pastor of Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
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Organizing Strategy Enabling Strength (MOSES), Vice Chairman of the citizens Advisory Committee-
Ecorse, Michigan, Board member of the Housing and Community Development of Wayne County,
National Conference for Community and Justice, Wayne county Juvenile Detention Facility Advisory
Committee, Detroit Intermodel Freight Terminal Study and the Michigan Department of Community
Health- Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services. He was also a member of the Calvary District
Baptist Association, Wolverine State Baptist Association, National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.,
Council of Baptist Pastors, Gamaliel Foundation Clergy Caucus and Detroit Tricentennial Committee
and the Downriver interdenominational Ministerial alliance.

Joseph B. Barlow, Jr. is survived by his wife Patricia; three children, Josephine Davis (Rev. Alfred
Davis), Jerome T. Barlow (Zenara) and Joseph Barlow (Velencia); stepson, Damien Varner, 6 siblings, 8
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.

Visitation hours will be held on Friday, July 25, 2008 beginning at 12 noon at Mount Zion Missionary

Baptist Church - 3936 Twelfth Street Ecorse, Michigan. The Memorial Service will be held on Friday,

July, 2008 at Mt. Zion from 6-8pm. The Funeral Services will be held on Saturday, July 26, 2008 at Mt.
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Funeral Home at (313) 895-8900. For more information contact Mt. Zion at (313) 383-10609.
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